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It has been a true blessing in 

my life having the opportunity 

to work with EagleEyes.  Over 

the past year and a half, I have 

introduced EagleEyes into the 

lives of numerous children 

from the ages of five to fifteen.  

My experiences with these 

children have forever filled my 

heart and mind with very spe-

cial memories. 

 

The first time I experienced 

the power of EagleEyes was 

with a twelve year old girl, 

named Kady.  She has no con-

trol over her body, except for 

small movements in her left 

hand and arm, and her eyes.  

She has a hearing loss and has 

Cortical Visual Impairment, 

(CVI).  She is often only com-

fortable lying on her back with 

her head turned to the right 

side.   

 

Kadyõs family and I had been 

anticipating the opportunity to 

test her with EagleEyes.  I 

practiced using the system 

countless times on my own 

children so Kadyõs first experi-

ence might be as smooth and 

positive as possible.  I put the 

EagleEyes electrodes on her 

face, and downloaded the 

Aliens Game she would play 

on my lap top.  I held the com-

puter on its side near her face.  

Within minutes, she was shoot-

ing down aliens by exploding 

them on visual contact, engag-

ing in a computer game for the 

first time. Normally, on a good 

day Kady maintained her visual 

tracking for only several min-

utes at a time.  But, this time, 

right away her eyes opened 

widely and she was looking at 

the aliens.  Her tracking was 

phenomenal!  She played with-

out tiring for about 20 minutes.  

She took a short break and 

played for 15 minutes more! 

 

What made this experience 

most special for me wasnõt that 

she was tracking so long or 

even that she was enjoying it, 

which certainly was a major 

event.  The part that made it 

emotionally unforgettable was 

that Kadyõs dad joined in, and 

he began controlling the verti-

cal movement of the cursor 

while she controlled the hori-

zontal.  After a short time 

passed, dad suddenly became 

aware that he was playing a 

video game with his daughter, 

and the atmosphere in the 

room transformed into a 

blessed moment that will for-

ever be frozen in time.  He 

played a game with his daughter 

for the first time in their lives. 

 

It doesnõt end there:  Kadyõs 

mother, brother and sister are 

now able to play the game 

with her and EagleEyes has 

changed the dynamics of the 

family forever.  Having some-

thing they can all do together 

as a family has been a wonder-

ful and enlightening experience 

for them. 

 

I have seen first hand how 

much Kadyõs family loves her 

and how much fun it has been 

for them to see her experi-

ence some joy in an activity 

that she can control herself.  

Recently, I watched her play a 

game of soccer on the com-

puter thanks to EagleEyes, by 

choosing which ball to kick to 

make a goal.  With her dadõs 

face close to hers, he coaxes 

her to go for a particular ball.  

When she chooses the one he 

wants, he cheers.  When she 

chooses a different one, he 

teases her. 

 

I am truly honored to watch 

children like Kady smile, and 

watch their families share 

cherished moments and ex-

periences with their children. 

 

EagleEyes is a technology that 

can give someone control 

who has very little control 

over anything at all in their life.  

It can inspire grins, giggles, and 

laughter.  It can bring a family 

together for an activity.  It can 
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Mirnaõs Story 

by Jorge Castillo  
In 2005, Mirna Maria Guadalupe Ramos, 

who currently resides in Huehuetenango, 

Guatemala suffered a devastating stroke 

during what would have been a routine 

medical procedure.  As a result. her 

cerebral cortex was damaged making her 

completely paraplegic and lacking any 

motor skills.  Since that time, she has 

been completely paralyzed and is only 

able to move her eyes.  A group of 

friends have been looking for any means 

and ways in which they might be able to 

improve her life condition, even if it is 

just marginally.  As a result, they discov-

ered  the òOpportunity Foundation of 

Americaó (OFOA), a non-profit organiza-

tion that manufactures and distributes an 

assistive technology called EagleEyes 

(www.eagleeyes.org).  The technology 

was developed at Boston College and 

allows individuals with severe physical 

disabilities to move the mouse curser 

with the simple movement of their 

eyes or other facial expressions.   

During the month of June, a collection 

was conducted by ADTRAN, my em-

ployer, in Huntsville, Alabama. The 

response was overwhelming, with 

$1,200.00 donated to OFOA for  the 

cost of the EagleEyes system.  A laptop 

and a flat screen monitor were also 

donated. 

In July, we traveled to Guatemala.  

EagleEyes was set up and we began 

training Mirnaõs family on how to use 

the system.  The family is hoping that 

the technology will represent a big 

improvement in the quality of Mirnaõs 

life since it would allow her to express 

her needs and perhaps most impor-

tantly, her emotions.  It would likewise 

help to relieve her family of a great 

burden on trying to interpret what she 

is trying to say.  The doctors tell us 

that she is fully conscious and can hear, 

smell and see.  However, she has been 

inside a physical prison ever since that 

fateful day back in 2005 and is not able 

to communicate in any way with her 

family.   

Now, with the support of EagleEyes 

Mirna will have the opportunity to play  

simple games and learn how to com-

municate with her family and friends. 

We all know this is just the beginning of 

a journey together and that with love, 

patience and effort, we will see even 

greater results from our friend Mirna 

Ramos.  She is a fighter and we all pray 

that with very hard work, one day she 

will be able to post a little note on this 

blog to express her emotions and feel-

ings towards all of you that have blessed 

us all with your generosity and make this 

endeavor a reality. 

 We will be updating Mirnaõs blog http://

mirna-ramos.blogspot.com as often as 

possible to keep you posted on her pro-

gress.  May God bless you all! 

Kady, Utah Schools for the Deaf and the 

Blind, student.  

unlock the ability to make choices and be a tremendous aug-

mentative device providing an accommodation for educa-

tional programs in  school and at home. 

 

I said in the beginning, I am the blessed and  lucky one.  It is a 

selfish sort of luck I suppose, because joy fills my soul and I 

am a spectator during these experiences.  I have the opportu-

nity to observe the love that parents have for their very spe-

cial children, and the opportunity to watch children seize the 

moment and put their whole hearts into something new and 

previously inaccessible.  I thank these families for sharing their 

children with me and allowing me to participate in such 

touching moments. 

Continued from page 1  

Mirna Ramos, her sister 

Gabriella, Julio (right), 

and yours truly (center).  
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Written by Maureen Gates,  

Boston College Campus School, 

EagleEyes Teacher Specialist  

 

Boston College and the Republic of Ire-

land have had a long term relationship 

sharing educational innovations, through 

the Irish Institute at Boston College.  It 

was through this relationship that the 

Republic of Irelandõs Education Depart-

ment was introduced to the newest 

technologies developed at Boston Col-

lege. In 2007, while on a tour at the BC 

Campus School, educators had the op-

portunity to witness first hand the Cam-

era Mouse and EagleEyes  technologies 

being used. 

 

Camera Mouse utilizes a webcam and is 

designed to help individuals who can not 

use their hands to control the mouse 

but can voluntarily move their heads.  

Camera Mouse can be downloaded for 

free at www.cameramouse.org 

 

EagleEyes is an innovative eye controlled 

technology that helps children and 

adults with profound physical disabilities 

interact and communicate with other 

people by using the computer. Elec-

trodes are placed above and below the 

dominant eye and on both temples to 

magnify the electrical signal of the eye 

and convert it into the mouse cursor.  

EagleEyes is designed for individuals 

who have little or no facial movement.  

The less facial movement the individ-

ual has the better he or she can mas-

ter EagleEyes.  

 

From this brief encounter it was de-

cided that  both Camera Mouse and 

EagleEyes would be extremely benefi-

cial in the Republic of Ireland  school 

system.  I was extended an invitation 

to implement these technologies in 

the òSchool of the Divine Childó in 

Cork, Ireland.  The first visit in fall of 

2007 was centered around the Cam-

era Mouse as EagleEyes was in the 

process of being re-engineered and 

re-designed.  

 

Since the first visit the Camera Mouse 

system has been placed in every class-

room in the òSchool of the Divine 

Childó and the teachers are using it 

with many of their students to achieve 

educational goals. 

 

My most recent visit in June of this 

year was to implement the EagleEyes 

technology into their academic cur-

riculum.  After witnessing the success 

of several students with Cortical Vis-

ual Impairment (CVI) using EagleEyes 

in the State of Utah, the decision was 

made to reach out to the same demo-

graphic in Ireland.   

 

John was the first child with CVI we 

tested.  Our initial expectation was that 

he would be able to shoot down at least 

2 out of 10 aliens in the EE Aliens 

Game.  We also hoped that  he would 

be able to find a comfort level with the 

electrodes on his face.  The results 

were far better than expected.  John 

was not only able to tolerate the use of 

the electrodes but he successfully shot 

down 7 out of 10 aliens using his eyes as 

the cursor.  To everyoneõs delight he 

then requested to have the electrodes 

put back on so he could play again.  His 

second trial the next day was witnessed 

by his mother  who was overjoyed with 

his accomplishments.   

 

The remainder of my time spent in Ire-

land was focused on the evaluation of 

students and staff training on the use of 

the technology.  In the future there will 

be on-going collaboration as to how 

EagleEyes can best be utilized by the 

students to achieve communication, 

recreational and educational goals that 

would have been impossible before. 

The Republic of Ireland joins the EagleEyes Team  

Maureen Gates  

& Joan Crowley OõSullivan 

Maureen Gates facilitating EagleEyes training for  

teachers at the òSchool of the Divine Childó. 


